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Attention Woodland Owners 
 

Ralph Unversaw, District     
Forester provides forest 
management for private woodland 
owners in Owen and Monroe 
counties. 
 

His office is located at the 
Owen-Putnam State Forest. 
2153 Fish Creek Road 
Spencer, IN 47460 
(812) 829-2462 
runversaw@dnr.IN.gov 
 

Welcome to the 8th annual issue 

of In A Nutshell.  In A Nutshell is being  

sent to you and other adjacent landowners 

 as part of our “good neighbor” program.   

Through our newsletter we hope to point  

out some of the wonderful recreational  

opportunities available to you, as well as,  

keep you informed of what we are doing  

here at Owen-Putnam State Forest.  

Hope you enjoy this issue!       

  Ruthie Speas, Office Manager     

For more information on the DNR and its 
Properties, visit the DNR website at: 

www.dnr.IN.gov 

 

   Would you prefer to receive the   
newsletter by email? Contact us at                                  
          owensf@dnr.in.gov 

 

From the Manager 
                                       Bill Gallogly 

Greetings once again from your friends at 
Owen-Putnam State Forest.  Another beautiful 
day greets us and you can’t help but marvel at 
the beauty that this spring brings us.  With the 
temperatures being above normal for the 
month of April and the trials of last winter’s 
snow are just a distant memory, many are 
thinking of where we can find the most 
mushrooms. 
If you were wondering if you somehow missed 
the announcement for our annual open house, 
well you didn’t.  This year we will have 
extended office hours to meet with interested 
Hoosiers to discuss any questions you may 
have about the State Forest or its 
management.  This will be Monday May 17, 
2010 from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  You can make 
comments and have your questions answered 
or if you prefer you can just drop your 
comments off; this is your time to tell us what 
you think.  
Just like nature, our activities are picking up 
also.  Once again we will be participating in the 
YHCC (Young Hoosiers Conservation Corp). 
This is the second year of a Federal Stimulus 
program that targets 18 – 24 year old Hoosiers 
who can’t find work.  Last year we had 7 
participants in this program who helped us on 
general property maintenance, cutting 
firewood, putting a new roof on our 
office/service buildings and applying a fresh 
coat of paint on these same buildings just to 
name a few activities.  This year we have 
plans for doing some timber stand 
improvement, building a shelter house, setting 
some new toilets and some general property 
maintenance as well.  This is the last year for 
this federal program and we hope to offer 
some experience to these young people as 
well as to get the most out these workers as 
we can.   
I hope everyone will have a great summer 
season and I encourage you to visit one of our 
state facilities and see what a beautiful state 
we truly have.  
 



    
Timber Management 
(R. Duncan, Resource Specialist) 

 

Timber management at the Owen-Putnam 
State Forest is often in the form of 
intermediate activities consisting of: thinnings 
a cutting designed to encourage the growth of 
timber by adjusting stand density, 
improvement cuts designed to regulate species 
composition and improve timber quality and 
timber stand improvement designed to 
improve timber quality and production through 
investments other than harvesting trees. 
Additionally, salvage cuttings are sometimes 
necessary to recover the value of trees 
damaged by insect, disease or storm.  Often 
timber harvests incorporate all of these 
activities to ensure the most productive and 
sustainable forests. 
   
The tracts listed below have the potential for 
timber management during the next fiscal 
year. These tracts have been inventoried and 
the data summarized. However, we are still in 
the process of writing the management plans 
that will guide activities in these tracts and 
expect to have those completed by the end of 
this fiscal year. 
 
Compartment 1, Tract 3: 137 acre tract located 
approximately 12 miles north of the forest 
office along S.R. 243 in Section 8 of Township 
12 N, Range 4 W of Putnam County. According 
to the inventory data, the tract contains 
approximately 7,288 Bd. Ft. (Board Feet) of 
total sawtimber per acre with approximately 
1,555 Bd. Ft. of harvestable sawtimber per 
acre. 
Compartment 4, Tract 14: 83 acre tract located 
approximately 6 miles north of the forest office 
along Surber Rd., in Section 9 of T11 N, R4 W 
of Owen County.  
 

According to the inventory data, the tract 
contains approximately 5,680 Bd. Ft. of total 
sawtimber per acre with approximately 1,710 
Bd. Ft. of harvestable sawtimber per acre. 
Compartment 10, Tract 1: 56 acre tract located 
approximately 2.5 miles south of the forest 
office along Old Patricksburg Rd. in Section 21 
of T10 N, R4 W of Owen County. According to 
the inventory data, the tract contains 
approximately 7,460 Bd. Ft. of total sawtimber 
per acre with approximately 2,900 Bd. Ft. of 
harvestable sawtimber per acre. 
Compartment 10, Tract 2: 71 acre tract 
adjacent to compartment 10 tract 1, located 
approximately 2.25 miles south of the forest 
office along Old Patricksburg Rd. in Section 21 
of T10 N, R4 W of Owen County. According to 
the inventory data, the tract contains 
approximately 6,240 Bd. Ft. of total sawtimber 
per acre with approximately 2,770 Bd. Ft. of 
harvestable sawtimber per acre. 
Compartment 10, Tract 3: 133 acre tract 
adjacent to compartment 10 tract 2, located 
approximately 2.0 miles south of the forest 
office along Old Patricsburg Rd. in Section 21 of 
T10 N, R4 W of Owen County. According to the 
inventory data, the tract contains approximately 
7,512 Bd. Ft. of total sawtimber per acre with 
approximately 5,075 (2,000 conservative 
estimate) Bd. Ft. of harvestable sawtimber per 
acre. 
Information on past timber sales and 
management guides for future timber sales is 
available for public viewing and comment at the 
following Internet address: 
  
http://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/3631.htm 

 

State Forest Timber Sales Benefit 
County Fire Departments  

 

Each year the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) returns 15% of the net 
proceeds from the sale of timber on state owned 
lands to the county from which the timber was 
sold. Indiana House Enrolled Act 1424 earmarks 
half (50%) of these revenues to be distributed to 
rural and volunteer fire departments within the 
county. To qualify, a fire department must have 
a cooperative agreement in effect with the IDNR, 
Division of Forestry.  Each fire department is 
limited to receive a maximum annual distribution 
of one thousand dollars ($1,000) unless the 
county legislative body allows a greater 
distribution of funds to fire departments. 
 

Owen-Putnam State Forest 
History of Payments to Counties 

 

Fiscal Year         Owen       Putnam 
91-92              8,727.84 
92-93         20,755.29                               
93-94             11,551.36                               
94-95             10,475.54                                
95-96     1,539.06                               
96-97                                                                                 
97-98     5,369.49                                   
98-99             17,406.10                                                    
99-00    11,698.46                                       
00-01        168.17                                             
01-02     2,050.00                                                   
02-03     7,794.42       7,339.78 
03-04   4,393.61 
04-05                4,326.41                                        
05-06                6,172.83           7,317.48                   
06-07              11,174.88                                    
07-08              20,699.46                                      
08-09               7,126.61           2,906.60 

Total        $151,428.53     $17, 563.86 

 

A tree never hits an automobile except in self-defense. 
-  Author Unknown - 

 

   

What do you think? 
We’d like to hear from you! 

 

Please send us your comments, concerns 
and address changes on the tear off sheet 
below.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


